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Daniel J.B. Mitchell" 


In his 1965 paper on "The Analytic Meaning 
of Seniority", Frederic Meyers began. with an 
important observation. Although the term "sen- 
iority" is associated with union practices, the 
| use of length of service to determine various 
entitlements of employees does not appear to 
have originated with unions. Rather, it appears 
to be rooted in employment situations "where 
the attachment of the employee was essentially 
. | to a particular employer..."1 Further, he 
| notes, "career progressions of some kind are 
} the usual, although not the universal concomi- 
tant of seniority rules."2 


*Director, Institute of Industrial Relations 
and Professor, Graduate School of Management, 
University of California, Los Angeles. 


lPrederic Meyers, "Тһе Analytic Meaning of 
Seniority," Proceedings of the Eighteenth Ar- 
nual Meeting of the Industrial Relations Re- 
search Association, December 1965, p.196 (Mad- 
ison: IRRA, 1966). | 


21bid., p.201. 
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